
JOIN US TODAY! Mail membership form to: Southwest Michigan Black Heritage Society
2206 Parkview. Kalamazoo. M|49008

As a member, you will receive advance notice of all programs and events, newsletters, discounted rates on
workshops, seminars. official publications and more!

Adult Membership: $1 2.50

Pleose indbqte fow you cor help our
efforh:

_ | hove fomily docurrenls ond pl-ologrodT
you con scon lo becorne port of the orchrves.

_ I would like to help wth reseorch.

_ | om o phologropher or videogropher qld
con help document sorrre of ttrc historb ploces
ond significont peode h Southwest Mch(7:n.

__ lcon deslgn o websile

_ | con help orgonize tte orchives.

-- I cm on odist ond I con l-elp design exlibils
oncl clisplc:Vs,

_- | con donqte compuler eguiprnenl.

Other:

Senior (65+). $7.50

Please enroll me under the followino
category (annual rate).

Family Membership: $20 _
(Two adults and children under 18)

L i fe  Member :  $125

Name:

Address:

Phone:

African Anzerica?t, Who Rlazed a Trail

On Sunday, November llth the Society presented the second annual
family history program in partnership with the Portage District
Library. The program, "First Families: African Americans Who
Blazed a Tiail," took place at the library, where genealogJi enthrlsiasts,

and first family members heard the histories and.v.#)veq i:

hs, memorabilia, and videos of some of the originalhffian
families to settle in southwest Michigan W':j&3Prp, ?ffi

Ptesentets 
included: 

r ;'ii' !

Email Sherman Ampey of the AmpeylGoens family of Kalamazoo County.
!

Sherman Ampey modestly refuses the credit for gathering the

family intbrmation. He gives that honor to Tom Ampey, his 2nd

cousin. who passed on in 1992 and lef i  a rvealth of family

information of rvhich Sherman has become the guardian.

Unbeknorvnst to the rest of the tamily, Tonr had spent 50 to 60

ycars documcnting thc family history in notcbooks in his homc.

After he passed and his wife Dortha rvas put into a nursing home,

Sherman discovered that there was l i teral ly a truckload of material

on the Ampey and Goens families. As elder of the farnily, Sherman

has felt it his duty to take on the preservation of those materials.

John Johnson of the WilliamslJohnsonfamily of Kalnmazoo County.
John is new to doing family research, having just begun seriously

about a year ago. Besides being a board member at large of the

Southrvest Michigan Black Heritage Society. he is also active in

the Kalamazoo County Historical Society and the Kalamazoo

Genealogical Society. Exposure to these organizations has rvhet

his appeti te for f inding out more about his family. His daughters

had begun some research, but their busy professional lives no

longer allow them to put the time to it. He also has a cousin rvho

had acted as the family historian, but she has had health problems,

so she is no longer able. It now rests on John, and he is ready to

meet the challenge. His goal is to develop an organized and

22(16 Parkview
Kalamazoo. l\Il
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systematic plan and to begin collecting oral histories, letters, and photographs.



Maurice Sanders of the AllenlSandersfamily of Cass County.
Maurice Sanders started collecting family information in about 1970. At the time he was
spending a lot of time in the African American cemeteries in Cass County on Memorial
Day and other times of the year. He already knew a lot about the Allen side of the family,
but it was at that point that he got really interested in the Sanders side. He began copying
dates from the tomb stones and taking pictures. He continued this collection
of data and information for about l5 years. spending many hours in the
basement of the Cass County Courthouse, looking at the old ledgers that
had been handwritten with a quill pen. He skimmed through the books
until he found mention of Sanders, Allens, Vaughns, Stewarts. Wilsons,
or Andersons - all surnames that connected within his family. Maurice

dedicated his first book, Descendents of Allen-Sanders, to his
grandmothers and mother. In it can be found about2l4 names with
as much intbrmation as he could find tbr each person.

l ' r iday, . lanuary 25, 6:00 - l0:f i )  p.m.

"Genealogv Lo+k-in"

Kalamczrxr Puhlic l , ibrury

315 S. R(bc Sarcct

Kalamazoo. Ml

du r i ng  t he  even t  You  muy  b r i ng  )ou r  own  l ap top

i rnd  usc  t hc  l i b r r r y ' s  WIF I  ne t r vo rk  F rcc  t csc t  vcd

pa rh ing  i n  t he  I i b r l r y  l o t

Rcgistrat ion rcquircd: cal l  55.1-780u to

reg i s te r  beg inn ing  Junu l r y  7
l L r \ 1 , 1  n \  t ) /  R , " t u , t  t ' L t l h p \  h i l h J  l n * ' " q . D k , i l i l '  ) t  i l i l ' \ ^  r t J . l t u , t

! r l t  , i l  ^ i l h u L t  , \ ,  (  r l l t  r t  d i l , l  d  h ,  i l r ' t  i l r . D t L r t  .  I  t t u  l \ ' t r r l t  (  ' t \  (  , \ i l t  t l

Sunda,v February J.3:f i)  p.m.

"Lif t  Every l i r icc: 1900-1920"

Kalamazm \al ler \ lureum

2J0 N. Rose Strret.  Kalamazm, IUI

Th i s  i s  t he  l i r sL  l i l r n  t r o rn  t he  P I IS  se r i es ,  " l ' l l

Makc N,lc a Wrrld." that rvi l l  bc prescltcd

each Sunduy throughout l 'ehruary xt the

Muscu rn  Th rs  scgn rcn t  c ( ) vc l s  t hc  t r i a l s  and

t r i umphs  o l  t he  l i l s t  gene ra l l on  o l  A l r i can

Anlcncans born inro t iccdonr: vaudcvi l lc

s ta r s  r v l r o  s ( rugg led  t o  t r anscend  l he  s te reo -

typcs of thc nrinstrcl tradit ion and tr lentcd

musie ians in Nerv Or leuus rvho crealed lhe

cxubcrant sourrd that thu rvorld elnrc t tr

r e \ ' og r ) r ze  r :  t he  o r t q rnu l  A r t t e r i c rn  n tus i c
- jauz Oscar lvl ichcaur. rvho nradr nrot ion

pierures that rel lectet l  the'complexit ies of

b l ack  l i l c  du r i ng  an  cn t  o f  r ac ia l  r cg rcg l t i on

and conl l ict.  is also featured-

Sunday. Februury 10. J:f i)  -  4:.10 p.m.

"Withoul Fcar or Shame: 1920-19.17"

Kalamazm Valley ! lu*um

110 N. Rose Street. Kalamazoo, l l l l

Sc'contl  l i l rr  in the " l ' l l  Nlake Me a World"

PBS scncs  Thcsc  r re  yca rs  o f  r t r ass t vc

migration l iom South to Nolth. rvhite

thsc ina t i on  r v i r h  "Ncs r  r i '  cn rsna rnn l cn t  and

an r .  Jnd  t he  dJ \  o l  t he  "Ne rv  Neg ro "  i n

po l r t i c s  and  cu l t u r c  Foeus ing  on  t hc  c r ca t i vc

nloventent knorvn ls the Hlr lem Renaissance

thc  p rog ram h ig .h l i gh t s

LJngston Hughes. Zora

Ncal Hurston. and rvomcn

b lues  s i nge rs

Hos tcd  by :

D r  M iche l l e  J r t hnson .

hist()r i i ln and Zora Ncale

Hur  s ton  scho la r

UPCOMING EVENTS CONTINUED

Friday. February |  5, {; f f l  -  6:f i f  p.m.

,\ fr ican lmcrican Bmk Fair. ldvancc Workshop

Ralamazru Public Libmrv. J15 S. RN Stret .  Kulamaru Nlichigan

Ronne Hdfi l ield. dist inguished author and t 'earured speaker frrr the

Founh  Annua l  A f r i can -Amcr i can  Book  Fa i r  \ i l l  p r ! ' s cn l  t hc  t i r s t  o f

rrvo rvorkshops Through the story of the creation of her btxrk,

Another Way Honrcl th! 'Tanelcd Roots of Racc in Onc Chicrgo

Fami l v .  shc  r v i l l  c rnphas i zc  t hc  i r npo r ta r t ce  o f  t hc  rnd i v i dua l  f a rn i l y

history rn i l lustrat ing the broatlcr swcL-l) of humxn cxpcricncc and

scn.iug as a prisnr through rvhich trrc carr scc the cxtcrnal rvorld und

i t s  con l l i c t s  and  comp l i ca t i ons .  espec i l l l y  t hose  re l a l e t i  t o  r ac i sm In

addit ion. shr- also q' i l l  offcr advicc and counscl on hrlv othcrr catt

beg in  t o  deve lop  t he i r  I am i l y  h i s to r y  o r  i nd i v i dua l  memo i r

B tx r k - s i gn in t  r v i l l  f o l l ow

Saturday. Febroary 16. l0:00 - l l :30 a.m.

Afr ican Amcrican Brxrk Fair Advancr Workshop

Portage Distr ict Librarv. 100 Library Lune. Porlagc. MI

Second of two uorksl lrps based on Ms Hartt ield's brxrk

Book-signing ivi l  I  fol loiv

Saaurdey. February 16. l2:fi) --l:fi) p.rn.

lourth.{nnu&l Afr icsn American l lmk l 'air

flouglas Comnrunity Assiation . 1000 W. Patersn

Kalamazw. Ml {9(X)7

Fcrturcd spcakcr is Ronnc Hmield. author ol Anothcr woy H(nnL-: lhc

T;rngled Roots of Rrce in Onc Chicago Family In her tulk lvls Harlt ield q' i l l

descnbe how she cunre to write her book and how her expenence srowin{ up

in u nri  red rrcc hou*hold bccatrE a surce of strcntlh rnd courate' lbr hcr

Locrl  aulhors. includine Christ inu McCrinson. author of

Forcvcr Fricnds u r l l  prcscnt and sign copics o[ thcir trruks Salc ol boks hy

Alt icarr Anrcricai l  aulhoF

Sunday. l'ebruary l7;3:flt - 4:30 p.m.

"Brisht l-ike I Suur 193$1954"
Kalamazm Valley Muraga1.236; .  Rff i  Street. Kalanrazoo, l l l l

Third f iLn in the*l ' l l  } Irke Mc a World" PBS scrics ( ihul lcnging cxpcrtcnccs

movc Afr ican Amqicaa ar{sts ro rdapt and expanrJ t lrcir erclt i rc r isions Pru I

Robcson. thc-r{agefdgy singer ilnd slu ()t slage lnd screert. uscs his anistrv and

fame to l igbtfdrtocial just ice rn lhe LIS and abroad A vibrant ar1 sch(x)l  rs

bui lr  in I  lai lb# w{rere young Afr iean Antcricrn talcnl ci ln be nunurcd Ybun g

nrusicians bcgin to play l tbop utd'cool" juz Hostcd hy: Al lrclynn Robcns.

as ard-rvinding sopano rvho lrerfbrmcd in thc Dctruit O1rcra's prurJuction of

"Porgy and Bess" and has sung rvith the Kalrrnazrrt Symphon)'  Otthcstrr

Sunda.y, l'ebruary 1,4. J:il) - {:-10 p.m.

' l  
he freedom You Wil l  lake: l() t i5 Preiert"

l-ounh and last l l lnr in thc' 
' l  I l  i \ ' lake iuc r World" I)US 5ctics Thc

conlcmporary cul lurJl InndscxlN is trunslomlel l  by thc grrver ol Al r icrn

Arncrici ln l i lm. pcrionnanec. dancc. rup music. and spokctr rvotcl foms

Young musicians. p(Ets ai ld ()ther crei l i \  e t i l lents exprcss thc hopcs and

challcngcs that brrng Arncrica into thc nc$ nl i l lenr) iurn Hostcd by: l)cnise-

! l i l lcr.  K\ CC instructor ol English u:d Alrrean n mcricrr Litcraturc. poct.

f,nd ilnr\t

TUIAR,I< YO(IR.. CA,I-,E]\I D'AJR.

President's Column
Donna 0dom

Happy New Year! Hope your holidays were lil led with thmily.

fun, and great f<rod! This is the time we traditionally take a look

back at the previous year and either congratulate ourselves on the

things we've accomplished and/or make a list of things we resolve

to accomplish this new'year. This year I asked friends and lamily

to nrake a list of the five bcst things that happened to them in 2007.

In that same vein. here are the live highlights of the year for the

Society:

1, We completed our three-year strategic plan. A major

accompl ishment  that  wi l l  be our  guide in  p lanning

activities and programs.

2. Our website went on-line. Take some time to check us

out and ferel frcc to contact us with suggcstions
( www.smbhs.org).

J. We obtained a grant from the Kalamazrxr Community

Foundation that rvill help fund our 2008 brxrk fair.

4. We were successful in securing Ronne Hartfield,

distinguished author and arts educator. I'or the 2008

book fair.

5, We increased membership by 207o,

In this issue of the newsletter, we report on the second annual

first families progranl. We continue to marvel at the time and

effort these family historians have put into chronicling their family

histories and we are inspired by the will and determination it took

to ovcrcom€ the obstacles and challenges they faced in their

migrations from the South to settle here in southwest Michigan.

Take note also of the "Nlark lbur Calendars" column that lists

some of the events in February in recognitkrn of the month of lVlar-

t in  l ,u ther  King 's  b i r thday and Black History Ntonth.


